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This document is prepared as an analysis and discussion of items deemed potentially 
large impact on the Capital Hill Multi Family Long EAF Part 2. 
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Part 2 EAF Section 1. Impact on Land 

e. The proposed action may involve construction that continues for more than one year or in
multiple phases. 

The construction of the Project’s infrastructure and residential structures will continue for more 
than one year.  The project is proposed to be completed in phases.  Phasing is required for 
the project to conform to the maximum area of disturbance allowed at any one time under the 
stormwater SPDES General Permit for Construction Activities. Phasing of the project results in 
lower impacts to the land at any one time. 

f. The proposed action may result in increased erosion, whether from physical disturbance or
vegetation removal (including from treatment by herbicides). 

Physical disturbance to the project site will occur during construction of the infrastructure and 
residential structures. The Project will comply with its SWPPP and follow site specific erosion 
and sediment control measures to ensure that there will be no significant adverse impacts 
from erosion. A copy of the project’s SWPPP will be kept at the site during all construction 
activities. Any contractor involved in site-disturbing activities must sign a Contractor 
Certification Statement attesting to their familiarity with the requirements of the SWPPP. 
Inspections of the site will be conducted weekly by a qualified inspector with additional 
inspections done periodically by the village engineer and, occasionally, by NYSDEC staff.  
Conformance with the Project’s erosion and sediment control plan will substantially mitigate 
potential impacts caused by the removal of vegetation and potential erosion caused by 
construction. Upon completion of the proposed improvements, any areas of the site that were 
disturbed and that are not covered by hardscapes such as buildings, roads, and sidewalks, will 
be revegetated with grass, trees, or decorative landscaping. The project is not expected to use 
herbicides or pesticides. 

Part 2 EAF Section 3. Impacts on Surface Waters 

e. The proposed action may create turbidity in a waterbody, either from upland erosion, runoff or
by disturbing bottom sediments. 

The Project does have the potential to create turbidity in surface waters due to upland erosion 
associated with construction activity. An erosion and sediment control plan has been prepared 
to minimize this potential impact and the Project will be regularly inspected to ensure 
compliance with the plan. Any defects noted must be corrected within 24 hours.  There is no 
anticipated turbidity associated with disturbing bottom sediments.  
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h. The proposed action may cause soil erosion, or otherwise create a source of stormwater
discharge that may lead to siltation or other degradation of receiving water bodies. 

To mitigate soil erosion or create a source of stormwater discharge that may lead to siltation or 
other degradation of receiving waters, the Project will comply with its SWPPP and follow site 
specific erosion and sediment control measures.  These measures include the installation of 
silt fence, diversion swales, sediment traps, check dams, stabilized construction entrances 
among other measures.  Having redundant layers of erosion control will help to ensure that 
there will be no significant adverse impacts to water bodies.  Additionally, the placement of the 
development area results in undisturbed areas lying between the development area and 
downstream receiving waters. These areas will act as undisturbed vegetative buffers to 
surface water features. A copy of the project’s SWPPP will be kept on the site and the 
development will be inspected weekly for compliance. Upon completion of the project, all 
disturbed areas will be stabilized and runoff from impervious areas will be directed toward 
multiple water quality treatment devices.  After treatment, stormwater will continue its natural 
course of drainage.  The rates of stormwater runoff will be kept at or below pre-developed 
levels for the 1-year, 10-year, and 100-year storm events. The attenuation of these storms to 
pre-developed levels will minimize the potential for downstream erosion in the post-developed 
condition. 

k. The proposed action may require the construction of new, or expansion of existing, wastewater
treatment facilities. 

The Village of South Blooming Grove is a contract user that discharges sanitary sewer into the 
Harriman Wastewater Treatment Plant. The Village currently has an allowable discharge of 
490,000 gallons per day (“gpd”). The 12-month average remaining capacity for the Village 
ending August 2024, the latest date for which data has been made available, is 103,429 gpd.  
A copy of the latest discharge data provided by the County is included as Attachment 1.  The 
Capital Hill Multi Family project is computed to result in a daily discharge of 26,730 gpd. The 
project lies within this Village of South Blooming Grove and is therefore eligible for discharge 
into the Village's system subject to agreement by the Village Board. The Project will install a 
new gravity sewer collection system to collect sanitary sewer from the proposed residential 
structures and discharge it into the existing gravity sewer in Merriewold Lane. Two of the 
structures will have individual pump systems to convey sanitary sewer from the building to the 
gravity sewer due to elevation constraints. 

Part 2 EAF Section 4. Impact on Groundwater 

a. The proposed action may require new water supply wells, or create additional demand on
supplies from existing water supply wells. 

The Village of South Blooming Grove is currently in a chronic water shortage.  As a result the 
Village requires that all new development of larger parcels of land conduct groundwater 
investigations of their property in an effort to find supplemental sources of water.  A 
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groundwater investigation for the Capital Hill property was prepared by WSP Engineering to 
include drilling test wells in multiple potential high yield locations on the property.  One of the 
wells drilled was found to be a very high yielding bedrock well with the preliminary results of a 
72-hour pumping test program revealing a yield in excess of 350 gallons per minute, or 
504,000 gallons per day, more than the entire current demand of the Village of South 
Blooming Grove.  The water demand for the Capital Hill Multi Family project is computed to be 
26,730 gpd based on 117 three bedroom dwelling units having a demand of 110 gpd/bdrm.  
The applicant intends to make the water from the onsite well available for supplementation to 
the existing Village system. 

 

b. Water supply demand from the proposed action may exceed safe and sustainable withdrawal 
capacity rate of the local supply or aquifer. 

The well located on the subject parcel is intended to supplement the Village water system.  In 
doing so an Article 11 Water Withdrawal Permit from the NYSDEC will need to be approved 
prior to being placed into service.  Associated water system improvements will also require 
approval from the Orange County Department of Health. These agencies will confirm the 
capacity of the on-site well and set limitations on the permitted yield thereby ensuring that the 
rate of withdrawal does not exceed the safe and sustainable capacity of the local supply or 
aquifer. 

 
 

Part 2 EAF Section 7. Impact on Plants and Animals 

 
The Project’s construction will result in the loss of habitat and displacement of animal species 
that currently reside on the site. A loss of plants will occur due to the conversion of natural 
areas into structures, roads or other hardscapes. A biological site assessment was conducted 
by North Country Ecological Services and is included as Attachment 2.  The assessment 
concludes that the project will not result in a significant adverse impact on endangered or 
threatened flora and fauna. 

 
 

Part 2 EAF Section 10. Impact on Historical and Archeological 
Resources 

  

b. The proposed action may occur wholly or partially within, or substantially contiguous to, an 
area designated as sensitive for archaeological sites on the NY State Historic Preservation 
Office (SHPO) archaeological site inventory.  

The project has been checked against the Cultural Resource Information System database.  
The area of proposed improvements does not lie within the area of an archaeologically 
sensitive area.  A copy of the CRIS database map is included as Attachment 3. 
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Part 2 EAF Section 14. Impact on Energy 

d. The proposed action may involve heating and/or cooling of more than 100,000 square feet of
building area when completed. 

The Project will involve the heating and cooling of more than 100,000 square feet of building 
area upon completion in the form of residential spaces. All building envelopes will be 
constructed to current New York State energy codes and will comply with the heat loss and 
energy consumption requirements found therein. 

Part 2 EAF Section 15. Impact on Noise, Odor, and Light

e. The proposed action may result in lighting creating sky-glow brighter than existing area
conditions. 

The Project will have street lights and building-mounted lights to provide safe illumination of 
sidewalks and walkways. Street lights will have mounting heights not to exceed twenty feet 
and will be dark sky compliant with sharp cutoff shields which will eliminate fugitive light and 
direct the illumination downward.  Peak light levels will not exceed two foot-candles in the 
illuminated spaces with an average light level of approximately one foot-candle. Lighting 
fixtures will be LED-type fixtures using a warm color temperature of less than 3000 Kelvin to 
avoid the stark lighting impacts associated with cooler lighting temperatures. 

Part 2 EAF Section 17. Consistency with Community Plans 

a. The proposed action’s land use components may be different from, or in sharp contrast to,
current surrounding land use pattern(s).  

The project proposes multifamily residential development permitted by current Zoning. The 
property is currently Zoned RR and RC-1 with the latter allowing a density of one dwelling unit 
per 3,000 SF of lot area, or approximately 14.5 dwelling units per acre.  While the density 
proposed by the Project is greater than the density in the immediate vicinity of the Project Site, 
it will not be much different from, or in sharp contrast to, general land use patterns within the 
overall Village of South Blooming Grove including the multifamily residential development 
located on Tanager Road approximately 0.75 miles to the west. 
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Part 2 EAF Section 18. Consistency with Community Character 

b. The proposed action may create a demand for additional community services (e.g. schools,
police and fire)  

The Capital Hill Multi Family project will create a demand for additional community services 
such as police, fire, and ambulance services.  The property taxes generated as a result of the 
Project will help to offset the increase in demand for these services. Additionally, Project 
residents could serve as volunteers to serve the Village with such services. 

f. Proposed action is inconsistent with the character of the existing natural landscape.

Please refer to 9.a. and 17.a. above. 
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